
 

 
 

Montessori and Math 

Love ,  Learn ing and Fr iendsh ip !  
 

February  has arrived and we are honoring the month by celebrating love and 
friendship! Please  remember that your  L i t t l e Miner(s)  st i l l  needs  warm 

w inter c lo th ing  for the playground.  
 
This month we continue our studies of the largest continent we call Asia. 
We will explore this beautiful continent with a main focus on China, 
learning more about its amazing traditions, celebrations, and landmarks!  
We will also learn about a famous Chinese peacemaker named Lei Yixin.  
Before Valentines Day, we will spend some time learning about friendship 
and what it means to be a good friend by creating a class friendship book 
to express our feelings towards one another.  And of course, we look 
forward to celebrating Valentines’ Day by learning about the history of 
Saint Valentine. We will then wrap up our month by exploring Asian 
amphibians and their unique characteristics!   
 

February  
Chinese New Year                     5 

Final Ski Program/Cookie Race          8 

Bookmobile                               12 & 26 

Valentine’s Day Celebration              14            

No School – President’s Break    18-22                     

Community Service:  
Utah Food Bank                    

 

March  
Friendship Dance Fundraiser       7 

No School – Teacher’s In-Service       8 

American Montessori 
Conference/Washington D.C.      21-24 

Parent Teacher Conferences   28 & 29 
No School 

Usborne Book Fair                    28 & 29 

Community Service Project             TBD 

  

 

  Important Dates 

Each month an area/discipline of the Montessori classroom will be highlighted. 

While traditional schools usually teach math skills by rote, Montessori students use hands-
on learning materials that make abstract concepts clear and concrete.  Sensorial exercises 
are an important part of the math curriculum in the Montessori environment.  Thus, many 
of the materials in the Sensorial area of the classroom actually lead into the understanding 
of the fundamentals of mathematics, such as the ideas of quantity, identity and difference.  
Since a basic feature of our number system is the decimal system, the early Sensorial and 
Math materials focus on tens. 

The Pink Tower and Red Rods in the Sensorial area of the classroom are the earliest 
introductions to Math.  Within the Math area of the classroom, the Red and Blue Rods take 
mathematics to the next concrete level.  Children begin to understand the concept of 
addition and explore the relationships with all of the numbers from one to ten.  For 
example, by placing the “one” rod next to the “two” rod, children see that they have created 
a new rod that is identical to the “three” rod.  Children then begin labeling the Red and 
Blue Rods with the Sandpaper Numbers, as well as using the Sandpaper Numbers to learn 
the number name and see how it is written.  A few other materials in the Math area of the 
classroom are: 

• The Spindle Boxes: Contains 45 wooden spindles and a box divided into 10 
compartments labeled 0-9; Children count the correct number of spindles to go 
into each compartment. 

• The Golden Beads: An introduction to the decimal system by taking a single bead 
that represents the unit of 1 and forming the unit beads into “ten” bars, 
“hundred” squares and “thousand” cubes; through manipulation of these 
materials, children learn the basics of the decimal system and begin to count by 
units of 10. 

• The Bank Game: Children work with the Golden Beads to create large numbers, 
and then learn equivalencies and addition.  Once the concept of addition is 
understood, children begin to use the Golden Beads to multiply, subtract and 
divide.  

• The Hundred and Thousand Chains: Reinforce the concept of the size of a 
“hundred” and a “thousand”.   

This is just a taste of what the Math area of your child’s classroom includes.  Feel free to 
take a tour of the Math area of the classroom with your child.   The concrete Montessori 
materials help children to see and understand and then slowly internalize each 
mathematical concept so that it is no longer abstract but actually something that they can 
close their eyes and visualize.  This understanding creates a strong foundation for more 
advanced arithmetic in later years. 
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Inside and Outside of the Classroom 
Art with Miss Camil le   

Throughout the month of February your Little 
Miner will be learning more about color.  Our 
monthly art projects will help us reflect our 
knowledge of both cool and warm colors.  We 
will also continue to explore more about the 
beautiful continent of Asia by making Chinese 
dragons to celebrate the Chinese New Year and 
create Japanese fans to use in our music class 

for a Japanese fan dance!  And of course we look forward to a 
month of friendship by making a special Valentine card filled with 
love…that will be heading your way! 
Celebrating Chinese New Year! 
On Tuesday February 5th your Little Miner will celebrate the history 
of the Chinese New Year!  Please have your child dress in RED for 
good luck!  Please look for an email from SignUp Genius if you 
would like to contribute to our special snack.                                               
Celebrating Valentine’s Day  
On Thursday February 14th we will celebrate Valentine’s Day in the 
classrooms and will be talking about friendship and love.  Please 
help your chi ld create a special  Valentine box/bag for the 
exchange of Valentine’s... get creative and have fun! Each child 
should bring about 30 Valentines 
for their classmates and need only 
to s ign their name to each 
card (they do not need to be 
addressed to individual children).  
We will share a special Valentine’s 
snack in the classroom.  Please 
watch for an email from SignUp Genius to contribute. 
Community  Service:  Utah Food Bank 
For over 110 years, the Utah Food Bank has worked with 
community partners and volunteers to achieve its goal of fighting 
hunger statewide.  The Utah Food Bank is Utah’s only member of 
Feeding America, the nations leading domestic hunger relief 
organization.  To help the Utah Food Bank Keeps its shelves 
stocked and programs fulfilled, LMM is excited to be hosting a Food 
Drive! 
Please contribute dry/shelf stable foods (canned and packaged), 
including the most desired items:  Peanut Butter, Mac & Cheese, 
canned meats (tuna, chicken, or beef) Chili, Spaghetti O’s/Ravioli, 
and canned Fruit.  They also welcome household items 
(toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, soap, shampoo, toilet paper, 
cleaning products).  Please look for the blue donation container in 
the front hallway. 

Parent Notes: 
1 LMM Yearbook 

Don’t forget to order your little 
miners memorable yearbook for 
this school year!  To order your 
yearbook go to: 
      www.treering.com/validate 
Enter the LMM passcode: 
1013487619924646   
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Park City Ski  Program 
Congratulations to all the Little 
Miners who sharpened their ski 
techniques at PC. The last day is 
February 8th and parents are 
invited to watch the “Cookie 
Race” at 10:30am to celebrate! 
We are grateful for the Ski 
Program Committee and the 
LMM staff who helped to make 
the program a success!  Please 
consider leaving a thank-you tip 
for your child’s instructor on the last 
day.  SUGGESTED TIP:  $10/lesson = 
$70 total 

3 Friendship Dance 
On March 7th from 5-7:00pm 
LMM will celebrate friendship 
by hosting a special dance 
party!  $30/child includes 
dancing, food, arts and crafts, 
and more.  Dress up in your 
favorite party clothes and join 
us for a festive evening!  All 
monies raised directly support 
the future Sport Court at Little 
Miners.  Please bring a check 
and sign-up through Sign-Up 
Genius to reserve your child’s 
spot.  If you are unable to join, 
donations are always 
appreciated!  In order to make 
this event a success, we are 
asking the parents to sign up to 
donate pizza, fruit and chicken 
nuggets.    
 

  


