
 

 

March 2018 

 

 

Montessori and the “Eight” Senses 
 

Leprechauns ,  Vo lcanoes,  and Europe… Oh MY! ! !  
 

March is here and we are anxiously awaiting the actual arrival of Spring!  Winter 
conditions will (hopefully) come and go throughout the month so remember to dress 

your child accordingly. 
Our Little Miners will be traveling to the “pink” continent we call South America.  
We will explore the beautiful countries, while learning more about the people, 
languages, animals and traditions.  
After an introduction to the country of Chile, we will begin exploring the south 
pacific islands, with an in depth study of Easter Island and the legends of the Rapa 
Nui people. Your little geologist will learn about islands and the volcanoes that 
formed them through stories, photos, and hands on experiments! After wrapping 
up our volcano unit, we will travel inland to Brazil with a study of the Tropical Rain 
Forest to gain a better understanding of its significance to the animals and people 
of South America and all life on earth. 
On March 16th, we will learn the history of St .  Pa tr ick ’s Day, and celebrate with 
a healthy fruit rainbow snack and of course a hunt for the elusive leprechaun!  
Please encourage your child to wear green for “good luck”. 
 

March 
Friendship Dance Fundraiser      1 

No School – Teacher In-Service          2  

Ice Skating Continues      7, 14, 21, 28 

Daylight Savings  Begins                     11 

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration             16  

Kim’s Cold Blooded Creatures          27 

P/T Conferences (No School)   29 & 30 

Usborne Book Fair         29 & 30 

Community Service: Recycle Utah 

 

April 
Easter Sunday                                      1 

Last Day of Ice Skating                     4 

No School – Spring Break              9-13 

Earth Day Celebration     20 

Mystery Dinner Fundraiser                20 

Parents Night Out Fundraiser            20 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Fun Run & Relay Fundraiser       May 6 
 

Important Dates 
Each month an area/discipline of the Montessori classroom will be highlighted. 

“The senses, being explorers of the world, open the way to knowledge. Our apparatus for educating 
the senses offers the child a key to guide his explorations of the world.” 

Sensorial materials in the Montessori classroom aim to develop and refine the child’s 
senses.  Children learn to focus their attention on subtle differences in the properties of 
objects.  This then allows them to focus their attention more carefully on the physical world 
and to simply experience life with a deeper awareness and appreciation. 

Each activity in the Sensorial area of the classroom allows the child to experience a single 
quality at one time, such as smell or sound.  This is possible because each object in a set 
is identical in all respects with exception of that one quality.  For example, the Cylinder 
Blocks isolate the visual sense of size: all 10 blocks are identical in color, composition and 
shape and vary only by physical size. 

The Eight Senses 

While we have five basic senses, these can be broken further into eight sense faculties, 
each of which are explored in the Montessori classroom: 

• SIGHT   – The Visual Sense: perceives, shape, composition, pattern & color 
• SOUND – The Auditory Sense: perceives loudness and pitch 
• TOUCH – The Tactile Sense: perceives texture 
  The Baric Sense: perceives weight 
  The Thermic Sense: perceives temperature or heat absorption potential 
  The Stereognostic Sense: perceives form through tactile and muscular 
  impression, combined with movement 
• TASTE – The Gustatory Sense: perceives taste 
• SMELL – The Olfactory Sense: perceives scents and odors 

 

Building a Foundation 
 

Work in the Sensorial area of the classroom builds a strong foundation for exploration of 
other areas of the classroom, such as Language, Mathematics and Practical Life.  For 
example, the Tower of Cubes in the Sensorial area leads to vocabulary and language 
lessons by allowing the child to master terms such as smaller, smallest and larger, largest. 
 

Experiencing the Senses at Home 
The Silence Game can be played anytime of day.  Ask your child to stop what they are 
doing, close their eyes and listen to the world around them.  This exercise helps children 
develop a higher level of self-discipline as well as a greater awareness or the sounds 
around them.  Children can also put on a blindfold and experience various scents, tastes 
and the four levels of the touch sense.  For example, the leader (the parent) can place 
different objects in their hand to taste, smell or touch. 
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 Inside and Outside of  the Classroom Parent Notes: 

 
1 Parent Teacher Conferences 

March 29th & 30th 

Parent Teacher Conferences will be 
held Thursday and Friday, March 
29th and 30th from 9:00-- to 
5:00PM for all classrooms. Please 
look for an email from Sign-Up 
Genius to reserve your time to talk 
about how your child is progressing 
during their time at Little Miners.  
This is also an opportunity for you 
to learn more about the Montessori 
prepared environment.  Please feel 
free to bring any questions that you 
have with you to the conference. 
We are looking forward to meeting 
with each of you and discussing 
the incredible growth and 
discoveries your child(ren) have 
made throughout the school year!   
Please note there is NO SCHOOL 
on March 29th and 30th. 
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2 Ice Skating Program 

The LMM Learn to Skate program 
at the Park City Ice Arena begins 
Wednesday February 28th.  The 
class begins at 9:30 and ends at 
10:30AM.  Each participant will 
have a 30-minute group lesson and 
30-minutes of free skate.  It is 
recommended that all skaters have 
warm clothes, gloves or mittens 
and also bring their own helmet.  
Transportation from LMM departs 
at 9:00 am.  If you are chaperoning 
your child, please arrive at least 15 
minutes early to gear up your child.  
We will need PARENT VOLUNTEERS 
at the rink to help put on and take 
off ice skates.  Thank you! 
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Art with Miss Camil le 
This month’s art lessons and theme will focus mainly 
around the continent of South America.  The classrooms 
will be talking about Easter Island, off the Chilean coast.   
Since islands are surrounded by ocean, we will be creating 
animals that live in the ocean and painting them with 
complimentary colors. Throughout the month we will also 
study the South American artist Frida Kahlo, a Mexican 

artist who painted many portraits, self-portraits, and works inspired by the 
nature and artifacts of Mexico.  The lesson will focus on painting self-
portraits. In addition, our shelf work will include: “stained glass” windows, 
tissue paper-erupting volcanoes as well as fun projects to celebrate the St. 
Patrick’s Day and Easter Holidays.  
St.  Patr ick’s Day at LMM 
We will be celebrating St. Patrick’s Day in the classrooms 
on Friday March 16th.  Please encourage your child to dress 
in green!  The children will participate in the annual LMM 
Leprechaun hunt and will have the opportunity to do a craft 
in the classroom.  We will be asking for 4 volunteers from 
each classroom to contribute rainbow fruit salad for our 
classroom snack.  Please look for an email through sign-up 
genius soon.  
Community Service: The Christian Center 
This months community service focus will be on reduce and reuse. Our 
goal at LMM is to encourage parents to take the time to talk to their 
children about food waste and trash. This is a topic that is often 
overlooked but important in building responsible members of our 
community. Throughout the month of March we will be collecting food 
items that might go to waste at home. Items to bring include: tuna, corn, 
hearty soup, green peas, fruit, peanut butter, mac & cheese, etc., All food 
needs to be un-opened & not-expired. Please do not go out and buy these 
items, let your kids be proactive in finding food from the pantry that may 
go to waste and explain the importance of reducing wasted food. 
Kim’s Cold Blooded Creatures Show  
On Tuesday March 27th beginning at 10AM Kim Lange from Kim’s cold- 
blooded creatures will be at LMM!  This is a fantastic show filled with all 
types of cold-blooded animals that will enthrall and mesmerize both 
children and adults. The children will experience hands-on learning about 
many different types of reptiles, amphibians and invertebrates and receive 
a wealth of information about some of the world’s coolest and most 
fascinating creatures.  Please note there is only one morning show and if 
your Little Miner does not usually attend school on Tuesdays you are 
welcome to join us for this fun-filled event.  
Mystery Dinner Fundraiser Event 
Join us for an evening of fun, food and fabulous people on April 20th.  
Parents participating in the Mystery Dinner purchase tickets 
($100/couple) for the cuisine of their choice but do not know what	home	
they	are	going	to	until	the	day	of	the	event.		This	is	a	fun	way	for	parents	
to	get	to	know	each	other	while	sharing	a	delicious	meal	and	supporting	
LMM	fundraising	efforts!			 

Thank You!  Thank You! 
 LMM and Medical Ambassadors 
Haiti would like to send out a 
huge thank you for all your 
support. The kids coin bags 
came in at $770 and gofundme 
brought in $1,200 for a grand 
total of $1,970! We are so 
thankful for your generosity. 
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