
 

 
 

Geography at Home 

Happy  New Year & Welcome Back  to LMM!  
 

January is here and we made it to 2017! After a relaxing and festive holiday break, we 
are excited to be back in class with all of our Little Miners.  The air is still crisp and we 
will be enjoying the snow on the ground. Please make sure to come back prepared for 
snowy play days!  As our Little Miners are learning to keep track of all of their things, 

please assist them (and their teachers) by l abe l ing  eve ry th ing .  Thank you! 
 
In January, your child will travel to the pink continent known as South America!  
Our focus will be on the countries and flags of this beautiful continent as well 
as the Amazon Rainforest including the plants, tribes and many animals that 
live there.  Your child will also study South American biomes, and the animals 

and plants of the Pampas and Andes Mountains.  Please encourage your Little 
Miner to share the many interesting facts they learn about this amazing 

continent!  Towards the months end, we will introduce the Water Cycle to learn 
that water travels in a cycle; it goes up as evaporation, forms clouds as 

condensation and comes down as precipitation! 
 

 

January 
Back to School         3 

Tuition Due                     5 

PC Ski Program                     6, 20 & 27 

No School – M.L.K. Jr. Holiday    16 

2017/18 Pre-Registration Begins     17 

Pre-Registration Due                          27 

Utah Montessori Conference            28 

Community Service:   
Wheels For Shea 
 

 

February 
Last Day of Ski Program      10          

Valentine’s Day Celebration              14 

No School – February Break        20-24 

Community Service:                     
Wheels For Shea 

 

Important Dates 

Each month an area/discipline of the Montessori classroom will be highlighted. 

Geography in  the Montessori  classroom is a true celebrat ion of the world’s 
divers ity  as wel l  as  i ts  common threads.  Chi ldren gain  a deeper  g lobal 
perspect ive when introduced to landforms, cont inents,  and the study of the 
earth’s foundat ion.   Through learn ing about di fferent cu ltures,  chi ldren 
begin  to respect  and celebrate the divers ity  as wel l as understand how 
much we all  have in common. 

The Montessor i  Approach begins with  the more concrete fundamentals  of 
geography and smoothly  moves into more complex learning:       

Land vs.  Water  ⇒  Land Forms ⇒  Mapping ⇒  Cont inents ⇒  Culture 

The exploration of geography is  never  taking place in  a vacuum in  the 
Montessori  c lassroom.  After  the more concrete geography concepts  are 
introduced,  we begin an in -depth exp lorat ion of one cont inent/month.  By 
the year ’s  end we have explored al l  seven of our  wor ld ’s  cont inents.   The 
advantages of  focusing on one cont inent each month are c lear : Not only  can 
chi ldren learn the continent’s phys ical  boundar ies, but  they also can 
immerse themselves in the cont inent’s cu ltures.   Dai ly li fe,  ar t,  music,  
dance,  food, re l igion, l iterature,  indigenous species and flora/fauna are 
integrated into a fascinating explorat ion of each continent.  

There are several  ways to integrate cultural  learn ing at  home:   

• Cooking is  a fun way to  learn about di fferent cu ltures.   Try planning 
a meal once a month based on the cont inent covered at  school  (The 
Kids’ Mult icu ltura l Cookbook by  Deanna F.  Cook is  a good resource). 

• Invest igate the world of  music by play ing cultural ly  r ich ch i ldren’s 
music  (amazon.com, i- tunes, etc .)  

• Explore the local  l ibrary .  There is a mult i tude of ch ildren books on 
countries,  native animals,  reg ional cooking,  poetry  and fict ional 
books that  share cultural  stories  and myths. 
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Inside and Outside of  the Classroom 
Art with Miss Hil lary 
In January we will discover the masterpieces of Leonardo Davinci and 
Rembrandt. Our focus will be on form in painting and 3 dimensional 
sculptures. We will paint, trace, draw still life, and find our inspiration in 
everyday scenes and objects. Shelf works will include clay sculpting, cork 
sculptures, 3 dimensional paper art, still life objects for painting and 
drawing, and many more including fish prints, and rainforest landscapes. 
Community Serv ice:  Wheels for Shea 
This month your Little Miner will be introduced to a special member of our 
community, Shea Stickrod. Shea is a Park City native, well known around 
town as the “answer man”. You may recognize him from Home Depot, he’s 
the one there to greet you with a smile and answer any questions you may 
have. Shea was born with Cerebral Palsy, a developmental disorder that 
causes physical disability. Each case of CP is unique, in Shea’s case he 
depends on a wheelchair. Although Shea lives with a disability he doesn’t let 
it hold him back from doing what he loves most; going on adventures with 
friends and skiing! Shea is past due on a fresh set of wheels! His current 
chair was given to him over 10 years ago. It’s old frame and wheels aren’t 
holding up anymore, especially in the snow. Little Miners Montessori is 
spreading the love by reaching out to our community to raise funds for a 
new wheelchair! Shea will be visiting each classroom to teach us more 
about physical disabilities and what it means to be disabled.  We invite your 
family & friends to participate in this month’s community service project by 
helping to raise money to reach our goal! We hope to raise enough money to 
outfit Shea with a new wheelchair that he can bring back to LMM to show 
everyone!  Please watch for a detailed email later this month. 

Why Should Your Child Continue in Montessori?  
The third year in Montessori preschool is sometimes called the cashing in 
year  or the leap year.   It’s the time when students put together all the 
different skills they have indirectly and directly prepared for throughout their 
Montessori toddler and preschool years.   
Academically, the third year is often a flurry of activity.  If you are a parent of 
a 3rd year student, you may have already have noticed some of the 
interesting new work your child brings home:  booklets of math facts; books 
to read to you; maps of different countries traced, colored and labeled. 
Students also tackle progressively longer tasks:  they might spend multiple 
days creating booklets of different biomes carefully colored and labeled; 
they might illustrate and author multi-sentence stories in their journals or 
complete math problems using more abstract materials such as the Small 
Bead Frame.   
In the third year, a typical Montessori student (3-6) achieves cognitive 
growth far above grade level.  They go from walking to leaping!  It is a time 
when children mature in their personality traits or character.  It’s the time 
when students become self-motivated learners, confident in their abilities.  
It’s where they emerge as leaders, kindly sharing their skills with their 
younger peers.  

 

Parent Notes: 
1 

2 

Pre-Registrat ion 2017-18 
Believe it or not, it’s time to start 
thinking about the 2017/18 school 
year!  
Pre-registration begins January 
17th.  If you are planning for your 
child(ren) to attend, please begin 
thinking about your schedule 
preferences for the next school 
year.  17-18 tuition amounts will be 
included with the registration 
paperwork.  Pre-registration is due 
by January 27.   

3
2 Holiday Performances  

The holiday performances were 
wonderful thanks to all the Little 
Miners who rehearsed their 
lines and sang their hearts out.  
BRAVO!  A special thanks to all 
the teachers and parents who 
contributed and made the 
entire afternoon memorable.  
 4

4 Teacher G if ts  

On behalf of the LMM family we 
would like to send a special 
thank you to all the parents and 
children for the thoughtful and 
generous gifts and gift 
certificate contributions.  We 
are extremely grateful to be part 
of such a wonderful community! 

  

LMM Ski  Program 
The ski program at Park City will 
continue its lessons on Friday 
January 6, 20 & 27.  Please 
remember to be on time, and 
plan on leaving earlier during 
the Sundance Film Festival 
1/20 & 1/27.  The lessons will 
end Friday February 10th with 
an exciting cookie race down 
First Time ski run.  Stay tuned 
for more details! 


